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Population boom
The Georgia Institute of Technology Center
for Quality Growth and Regional
Development is offering these population
estimates for the 10 counties in the Coastal
Georgia Regional Development Center:

• SCREVEN
2005: 17,899
2010: 20,058

• EFFINGHAM
2005: 47,032
2010: 54,478

• CHATHAM
2005: 248,048
2010: 262,138

• BULLOCH
2005: 66,445
2010: 66,618

• BRYAN
2005: 30,520
2010: 35,203

• LIBERTY
2005: 70,237
2010: 75,656• LONG

2005: 13,173
2010: 15,537

McINTOSH
2005: 12,689
2010: 14,262
2015: 15,751
2020: 16,939
2025: 17,918
2030: 18,626

GLYNN
2005:   75,084
2010:   81,368
2015:   87,118
2020:   92,121
2025:   96,581
2030: 100,483

CAMDEN
2005: 51,558
2010: 58,251
2015: 62,257
2020: 65,453
2025: 68,382
2030: 70,997

•

•

•

Florida

South
Carolina

Georgia

Atlantic
Ocean
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Dan Coty anticipates more people and businesses.

Get ready to
GROW
A lot more people are coming

to the coast, a study finds
By MARY STARR
The Brunswick News

Dan Coty can see into the future
of Coastal Georgia – with a little
help from a study by the Georgia
Institute of Technology.

What he sees is more people …
and stores and houses and jobs.

Coty, chair of the board of direc-
tors of the Coastal Georgia
Regional Development Center, a
development agency for 10 coun-
ties with economies linked to the
coast, says residents should pre-

pare for dramatic growth over the
next 24 years.

“There is going to be tremen-
dous growth,” Coty said. “It’s
amazing.”

That is what Catherine Ross,
director of the Georgia Institute of
Technology Center for Quality
Growth and Regional
Development, found in a study the
development center commis-
sioned. The study took a long look
at the region’s growth trends and
made predictions of what the coast

‘The area between Charleston, S.C., and Jacksonville, Fla., is the
least developed along the East Coast. We’ve been discovered.’

– Dan Coty, board of directors chair of the Coastal Georgia Regional Development Center

Area player
moves into
elite ranks

McIntosh’s Bailey to play
in Army all-star game  

By KEVIN PRICE
The Brunswick News

When Allen Bailey begins his college football
career next fall, the McIntosh County Academy stand-
out will play for a major college team in front of large
crowds and national television audiences.

But Bailey will experience that long before he goes
to college. In January, the 6-
foot-3, 260-pound linebacker
for the Buccaneers will play in
the 2007 U.S. Army All-
American Bowl as one of the
top high school seniors in the
nation.

Bailey received his invita-
tion to the prestigious game
Friday at the Darien school
during an announcement of his
selection as a U.S. Army All-
American.

“I watched the game on tele-
vision last year, but didn’t
know I would be playing in it
this year,” Bailey said. “It’s
pretty amazing.”

Bailey, who ranks among the
nation’s top college prospects,
is one of only 80 players invit-
ed to participate in the game,
which is set for a 1 p.m. kick-
off Jan. 6 at the Alamodome in
San Antonio, Texas. 

The game will be televised
by NBC.

More than 4,000 players
were evaluated and inter-
viewed this past spring before
a selection committee official-
ly nominated 400 players to be
considered for the game. From
there, the final 80 were elected
as Army All-Americans.

Bailey is one of four players

By PURETERRAH WITCHER
The Brunswick News

On Friday, it was just practice.
But in the event of a real emergency,

hustling students to their classrooms, lock-
ing all the doors and turning out the lights
is the procedure the Glynn County public
schools will count on to ensure the safety
of students and faculty.

Following deadly school attacks
throughout the nation this autumn, C.B.
Greer Elementary School drilled students
and faculty on the school system’s new
emergency lockdown procedure Friday
morning.

“When our code blue alarm was

announced over the intercom, everyone
knew exactly what to do,” said Tony
Ethridge, school principal. 

For a full 15 minutes, the school’s 725
students and 90 faculty and staff practiced
locking themselves in and intruders out.

“The school immediately went into full

lockdown mode,” Ethridge said. “It took
all of 10 seconds to flick every light off,
secure every student and assure every door
was locked.”

Ten seconds may sound a bit too zealous

Schools
take aim
at security

Perdue touts
education gains

Lockdown drill tries
to keep pupils safe

Tells NAACP scores improving 

James Nix/
The Brunswick News

Allen Bailey, at his
selection
announcement
Friday, will be one
of four Georgia
high school players
on the Army All-
American team.

Friday scores
McIntosh Co. 13
Brantley Co. 10

Brunswick 49
Greenbrier 28

Glynn Academy 13
Effingham 6

Camden Co. 48
Savannah 0

Full coverage in
Sports, 1B

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick

At C.B. Greer Elementary School Friday, resource officer Capt. Mike Childres
checks the first-grade class of teacher Karen Pride, right rear, after a crisis man-
agement drill.

By PURETERRAH WITCHER
The Brunswick News

Gov. Sonny Perdue told
members of the NAACP
Friday that black students
are scoring higher on tests in
public schools because of
programs put in place under
his leadership.

“In the area of education
we have picked up momen-
tum and are closing the
achievement gap,” Perdue
said in an address to the
annual NAACP convention
at the Oceanfront Clarion
Resort on Jekyll Island.

“The numbers are impres-
sive.”

Perdue said Georgia has
reached a record high high

school graduation rate of 70
percent, an increase that has
great implications for black
students. Their graduation
rate went up by 11 percent.
“That’s huge,” Perdue said.

Perdue, who is running for
a second four-year term Nov.
7, said he is keeping the
promise he made to voters
four years ago. Lt. Gov.
Mark Taylor, the Democrat
opposing Perdue’s re-elec-
tion bid, was not present for
the address, but was expect-
ed to be present later during
the convention.

“When I became governor
I made education the founda-
tion of what we do,” Perdue

The stew cooks
until 2:30 p.m.

Saturday and
the music starts
at 6 p.m., all at

Mary Ross
Waterfront Park.
Concert details, 7A
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can anticipate on its shores in
the years ahead. 

The conclusion: Growth is
on its way.

Overall, the population of
the 10 counties under the
umbrella of the development
center – Bryan, Bulloch,
Camden, Chatham,
Effingham, Glynn, Liberty,
Long, McIntosh and Screven –
is expected to increase by 51
percent by 2030. 

That will lift the population
to 840,000 from today’s
558,000.

The Glynn County popula-
tion will increase by one-third,
the study indicates. The popu-
lation, which was about
68,000 people at the 2000 cen-
sus, is projected to climb to
slightly more than 100,000 by
2030, according to the Georgia
Tech study.

Coty, a native of Savannah
and long-time resident of
Glynn County, says the study’s
findings  are a surprise to him
and others. “We weren’t think-
ing about this (kind of growth)
even 10 years ago,” Coty said. 

As the development center
continues to receive updated
studies from the Georgia Tech
think-tank every two years, a
clearer picture will appear, he
said.

The study and its updates
will provide planning tools for
schools, businesses, health
care institutions and any other
bodies that need to or want to
plan for the future. 

“For example, the study
doesn’t show a dramatic
increase in school-age chil-
dren,” Coty said. “Other busi-
nesses will be able to use it to
determine what types of ser-
vices to offer, based on the
projected population.”

What the projected popula-
tion growth means is that
Coastal Georgia has been dis-
covered, Coty said. He said the
baby boomer retirement trend
that is just under way will have
a significant impact on the
region’s population and demo-
graphics.

There are other factors to
consider as well, including
what is going on in Florida.
Georgia Tech’s Ross said the
population strains in the
Sunshine State make Georgia
poised to explode, especially
in the second-home market.

“The influx from south
Florida is reflected as best it
can be,” Ross said. “The wave
has just begun.”

Ross acknowledged that the
report may be especially sur-
prising to smaller, rural coun-
ties, that have not fully antici-
pated what is ahead. 

“When you’re told that your
population is projected to dou-
ble in the next quarter of a cen-
tury, there’s some shock value
to that,” Ross said.

Ross said there is no mystery
to what is driving the growth.
In a nutshell, it’s location. The
nation’s population is gravitat-
ing toward coastlines.

Population won’t be all that
will go up and what must be
planned for, Ross said. More
people equates to more oppor-
tunities, which equates into
more jobs.

The most prolific job growth
will be in the retail and service
sectors, which is expected to
see a 39 percent growth
between now and 2030, the
study indicated.

These will be more than just
minimum wage jobs, too, Ross
said. “The service sector is not
confined to retail and restau-
rant work.” 

Service sector jobs include
selling real estate or providing
financial services. Workers in
health care and education are
part of the service industry,
too.

Not everyone agrees with
the study’s findings. One per-
son who has his own idea
about the future is Fred
Stregles, executive director of
the McIntosh County
Chamber of Commerce and
Development Authority.

Stregles, sitting in the dri-
ver’s seat of an area which is
anticipated to grow by 72 per-
cent in the next 25 years, con-
cedes that the Georgia Tech
findings are a good starting
point. However, he adds, the
picture it paints may not be
entirely accurate.

“If anything, that number is
low,” Stregles said. “The per-
centage is huge, but in reality,
they’re only talking about
6,000 additional people over
the next 25 years.”

Others who will drop anchor
may not call McIntosh County
home, but Stregles says it real-
ly doesn’t matter whether the

people coming are planning to
be full-time or part-time resi-
dents. The infrastructure load
will be the same, and the coun-
ty must be prepared for it.

“When you’re planning for
infrastructure and other needs,
it doesn’t matter whether peo-
ple spend a night, several
months or if they’re living
there full-time,” he said. “You
still need the same water,
sewer and electric capabili-
ties.”

The coastal region is attract-
ing large-scale development
because of the availability of
land and the relatively low
taxes and development costs,
according to the Georgia Tech
study.

Coty said the report is on tar-
get as far as that is concerned.

“The area between
Charleston, S.C., and
Jacksonville, Fla., is the least
developed along the East
Coast,” Coty said. “We’ve
been discovered.”

Georgia Tech’s Ross added
that the report team encoun-
tered plenty of naysayers. To

them, she provided some
words for thought, she said.

“There are people here today

who said that development
would never happen to its cur-
rent level.” 

SHOP FROM 
HOME

OR BUY 
ONLINE

FREE
SHIPPING 1.888.640.8776 www.verizonwireless.com

LAN

S W I T C H  YO U R  FA M I LY  T O  A M E R I C A’ S  M O S T  R E L I A B L E  W I R E L E S S  N E T W O R K .

BUY ONE
GET ONE

FREE
Each with new 2-year 

Activation per line. 

• Choose from over 1 million songs 
from the V CAST music catalog 
or transfer music from your PC

• Bluetooth® Headset Capable
• GPS Navigation Capable

MUSIC & VIDEO PHONE

$4999

• Bluetooth® Headset Capable
• GPS Navigation Capable
• Speakerphone

CAMERA PHONE

$2999
After $50.00 mail-in rebate 
($99.99 2-yr. price). 
With new 2-yr. Activation.

After $50.00 mail-in rebate 
($79.99 2-yr. price). 
With new 2-yr. Activation. SAMSUNG SCH-a930SAMSUNG SCH-a870

*Our Surcharges (incl. Federal Universal Service of 9.1% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 5¢ Regulatory & 40¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by 
area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes and our surcharges could add 5 - 24% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan 
w/ 2-yr. Agreements). IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. $175 termination fee per line, 45¢/min. 
after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Usage rounded to the next full minute. Airtime req’d for downloads to V CAST Music phones. Windows® XP req’d for downloads to PC; 
syncing requires V CAST Music phone & compatible USB cable (sold separately). Per song charges apply. Offers and coverage not available everywhere. Shipping charges may apply. 
Network details, coverage limitations & maps at verizonwireless.com. Eligibility to keep number varies. Rebates take up to 6 weeks. Nights 9:01pm - 5:59am M-F. Max 5 lines, on 
same account. Limited time offers. ©2006 Verizon Wireless.

all when calling from within the America’s Choice® Coverage Area 
on an America’s Choice Family SharePlan® with 2 lines starting at 

$69.99 monthly access. With new 2-year agreement per line. 
Activation fees, taxes and other charges apply.

UNLIMITED
MOBILE TO MOBILE CALLING

to any Verizon Wireless customer.

PLUS, GET UNLIMITED NIGHTS & WEEKENDS 
AND NO DOMESTIC ROAMING 
OR LONG DISTANCE CHARGES

(airtime applies)

With

Verizon Wireless is the Exclusive 
and Official Wireless Provider of 
Georgia Southern Athletics.

Cover story
The Brunswick News / Saturday, October 14, 2006 9A

 

Automobiles of Bavaria, Ltd.
St. Simons Island, GA 912-638-2696

It s̓ time to drive your dream…
Mercedes

1990 Mercedes E320, 4 Door, Blue, 
230K Miles $3,900

1994 Mercedes 560SEL, 4 Door, Tan,
71K Miles $6,900

1994 Mercedes E320 Station Wagon,
7 Passenger, Black, 142K Miles $6,570 

2004 Mercedes 230, 4 Door, Black,
27K Miles $27,980 

2001 Mercedes CLK430A, Convertible, White,
46K Miles, Warranty $32,790 

2003 Mercedes E320, 4 Door, Silver,
42K Miles, Warranty $32,990 

BMW
1997 BMW 318 Convertible, Manual, Black,

72K Miles $12,750
1998 BMW 740IL, Big 4 Door, White,

162K Miles $12,750
1999 BMW Z3, 2.8 L Convertible, White,

61K Miles $19,990
2003 BMW 325i, 4 Door, Black,

32K Miles, Warranty $28,995
2004 BMW 530i, 4 Door, Silver,

39K Miles, Warranty $42,990

Porsche
2000 Porsche Boxster 2.7 Convertible, Red,

61K Miles $26,500
2004 Porsche 911 Carrera 4S Coupe,

Manual, Black $76,900

COMPETITIVE PRICES!
FREE ESTIMATE,

MEASURING & INSTALLATION
AVAILABLE
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The Coastal Cottage
INTERIOR DIVISION OF COASTAL TRUSS & VINYL

634 GORDON ST. • BLACKSHEAR • 449-0800
Contact Kim or Bonnie at 912-449-0800

COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL & INTERIOR DESIGNERS WELCOME!

Call Jim Cochran
today for your 

FREE ESTIMATE!

912-614-3331
Jim Cochran

PlantationPlantation ShuttersShutters

Look Who’s 
The One That’s 21
Jonathan

Love Dad, Mom & Boo
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Growth: Rise in service jobs will be part of trend


